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Seattle’s Black dance history gets the spotlight in a new show

            
          

          
        
        
          
          
              Drawing upon archival photos and old films, Black Collectivity presents an original performance rooted in little-known legacies.
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Pacific Northwest Ballet’s new guard brings diversity center stage

            
          

          
        
        
          
          
              Seattle’s largest dance company is at a turning point with a fall roster that’s younger and 50 percent BIPOC.
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UW dance pivots toward a more accessible, diverse curriculum

            
          

          
        
        
          
          
              The department is deprioritizing Eurocentric dance forms and opening courses to a wider array of students — no experience necessary.
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Seattle dance company buys a church on Queen Anne

            
          

          
        
        
          
          
              Thanks to a generous patron and pastor, local company Whim W’Him will have its own space for rehearsals and a school.




      
    
    
      by 
      	Marcie Sillman


   
       / 
      December 12, 2022

          


              

      

    

  


    


  

  
  
    














  
    
      
                

                                    
              [image: Edna Daigre sits on the floor of a dance studio with her legs out and hands on her stomach, a masked student is in the background ]




      
                      
                                
        
      

    

    
      

                  
              
            Culture

      
  
          

        
                  
          
            
              
Cancer doesn’t keep this Seattle dance teacher from her mission

            
          

          
        
        
          
          
              As she approaches 80, the founder of Ewajo Dance Studio believes dance is the key to health and longevity.
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Seattle artists remember longtime UW professor Michael Spafford

            
          

          
        
        
          
          
              Known for his own bold — and controversial — works, the Northwest teacher was an inspiration to legions of artists.
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A beloved Pacific Northwest Ballet principal dancer is retiring

            
          

          
        
        
          
          
              Noelani Pantastico’s last performance will be in a legendary role she made her own.
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At 50, Pacific Northwest Ballet dances between its past and future

            
          

          
        
        
          
          
              Seattle’s celebrated ballet company is striving to increase diversity with a new repertory, new choreographers and new BIPOC and non-binary dancers.
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Seattle was once a hub for contemporary dance. What happened? 

            
          

          
        
        
          
          
              Choreographers and performers say a lack of studio space, high costs of living and the pandemic have made it hard to kickstart a career in the city.
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For Seattle’s ballet veterans, the stage reopens with joy and anxiety

            
          

          
        
        
          
          
              They’re barely over 40, but some members of PNB are nearing retirement age. Returning to live performance looks different for them.
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