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Following Seattle's Green New Deal out of quarantine

            
          

          
        
        
          
          
              How Crosscut was reminded the pandemic isn't the only crisis Seattle's trying to beat.
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City council fuels Seattle's Green New Deal with JumpStart tax

            
          

          
        
        
          
          
              Sidelined by COVID-19, Seattle's climate goals are back on the table, thanks to community and city council support.
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How the Duwamish River defined Seattle — and could again

            
          

          
        
        
          
          
              In a new history, author BJ Cummings explains how Seattle was built on the waterway at the expense of nearby communities and the river itself.
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WA ranchers are losing land to solar farms and wine — but help is on the way

            
          

          
        
        
          
          
              Leases canceled from the Department of Natural Resources are hurting ranchers. But a new bill would compensate those forced off public land for more profitable uses.




      
    
    
      by 
      	Mandy Godwin


   
       / 
      March 9, 2020

          


              

      

    

  


    


  

  
  
    














  
    
      
                

                                    
              [image: a car lies in a crater created by a landslide on a rural road.]




      
                      
                                
        
      

    

    
      

                  
              
            Environment

      
  
          

        
                  
          
            
              
As landslides close roads, Washington's remote towns deal with isolation

            
          

          
        
        
          
          
              Washington's rain isn't just gloomy — it's creating landslides that cut off rural communities. And as the climate warms, scientists warn they could get more frequent.
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National Forest trailheads close after ‘stay-at-home’ prompts rush to the outdoors

            
          

          
        
        
          
          
              Citing summer-peak crowds and an increase in injuries, the Pacific Northwest Region of the United States Forest Service limits access to recreation sites.
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'Nature’s not closed' during coronavirus, but should you still go hiking?

            
          

          
        
        
          
          
              Inslee’s order makes exceptions for outdoor activities. But packed trails and at-risk rural communities suggest hikers should stay close to home. 
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How Washington allows clear-cut logging in cities that don’t want it

            
          

          
        
        
          
          
              When the community of Newcastle protected a critical salmon watershed, they didn't know state regulations would undermine them decades later.
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              [image: The west entrance to Mount Rainier National Park during busier times, before COVID-19 health concerns brought parks to a standstill. As Washington considers how to re-open the public lands social distancing will remain a priority. (Ted S. Warren/AP)]
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What does it take to reopen Washington's wilderness? 

            
          

          
        
        
          
          
              As Washington public lands begin a patchwork reopening, outdoor advocates push for a unified message.
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Help eradicate Scotch broom, the pretty pest lining WA highways

            
          

          
        
        
          
          
              The coronavirus hasn’t stopped the first-ever census of the invasive yellow bush, which can displace forests and increase wildfire risks. 
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